FAMILY GROUP PIC —in front of house. Family stand in front of car in drive.
Mountain bike in the way on ground. Dad and mum stand pleasantly — dad
holds lead of dog, whose back end is at edge of pic cocking leg against car.
Daughter looking 13 or so and enthusiastic smile: hormones not quite kicked

in yet, ALMOST trendy gear, etc. Son in rebellious tee-shirt, arms folded,
trying to look bored.
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The family at no. 12, Heather Close, are perfeattiinary, churchgoing people. Well,
perhaps that's not so ordinary nowadays, in itdlft sometimes, Deep Things are
discussed behind its bland exterior, usually by do8harpley and his son Paul, who
have nothing better to do with their time and ltwevrestle with important things...
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[ - Sunday

)

The March of the Robots
“Hi, Dad!”

“Hullo, Paul. Did you have a good time at the Yoltbeting?”

“Yeah, OK. Well, to be honest, no. Pastor was oouglhis predestination thing. He
said that God’s will is what ultimately decides siRing — even who will be saved.
I’'m afraid | lost my rag a bit, and | told him so.”

“Woops. I'd better not try to stand as a deacon.”

“Sorry — but honestly dad — he obviously doesndlise the implications. If God
decided who would be saved, we’'d be no betterhafhtrobots. It would destroy our
free choice. He hasn’t thought it through.”

“No, possibly not...so what dgoubelieve?”

“Well, God foresees the people who are going teelelin him, and then he helps
them along a bit to make sure they do. After alesh’t it say somewhere that ‘those
God foreknew he also predestined’?”

“Yes it doessay that — Romans 8.29. But let me ask you somgtBio you think that
God can see the future clearly, or does he getahgrsometimes?"

“No, he obviously doesn't get it wrong. Otherwise ¢ouldn’t make promises about
the future — he’d never be sure Satan wasn't gmn@ull one final trick out of his hat
and spoil it. ‘He makes known the end from the beigig.” That's Isaiah — I've read
that. And here’s another thought — isn’t it oneld tests of a prophet of God that his
predictions always come ttfRGod would hardly make that the test of a projftes
couldn’t pass it himself. So God must foresee titaré infallibly — but he doesn’t
decide who’s going to believe or not.”

“Yes, but supposing human beings louse it up? InTmesapposing you or | decided to
spite God, and deliberately turn away from him eth@mugh we’ve decided to follow
him up to now. Wouldn't that put paid to his forekviedge?”

“That can’t be right. He must know in advance thvat were going to do that, if he
knew we were going to believe in the first placadAnyway, there’s not much point
in knowing the future only if nobody decidesdo anything — it's only what people
do that’s worth predicting.”

! |saiah 46.10

2 Deuteronomy 18.21-22
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“l can’t argue with that. But do you know what yoer'saying? You're saying the
future is fixed, and can’t be altered.”

“No, I'm not saying that. I'm just saying that G&dows the future.”

“Don’t you see that's as good as the same thindkiiowit’'s Tuesday, then it can’'t
be Wednesday as well. Ifknow something will happen in the future, then that's
what’s going to happen, and not something elsah’'tknow about. If God knows
the future, then it's fixed — it can’t alter.”

“I'm not too keen on the idea of that. But | haweaidmit it — you're right. Otherwise
he’'d just be guessing, which is a bit worrying &'ve relying on him to put the world
right in the end. Even so, that doesn’'t mean wét caake free choices about whether
we believe, and so on.”

“I'd agree with that, only you have to be carefawhyou define ‘free’. Looked at
from our viewpoint, we make choices freely. Butnfravhere God is sitting foreseeing
the future, then what we choose is going to hagemay. As you said before, we
can't buck the future, because God sees it infglliBnd remember, God could see
the choices we were going to make before he madeawen before the beginning of
time. So in that sense, our little choices weremeined from the start of creation.”

“You're backing me into a corner a bit. But | cad#ny what you say. Even so, | still
think that at the time we make the choice we're frathough in the big picture the
choice is what you’d call inevitable.”

“Of course. That's an important distinction. Ouroates aren’t an illusion, they're
real. But they are subject to a bigger reality oms kind. But tell me this: if the
future is determined in a way that's even biggantthe free choices we make, what
do you think determines it?”

“I don’t know. Something like destiny, or fate, paps? What do you think?”

“What do you think? You started off by telling me that God duésdetermine
everything that happens, and now you tell me fhtd determines everything that
happens. We both agree that what happedgtermined by something. So what do
you prefer? That the future is dictated by somedbforce of destiny, or by a just and
loving Father God? Your choice.”

“Ah. You've caught me, I think. Put like that, tleeisn’t really a choice, is there?”

“Not as far as | can see. And there’s more, toa’sLsuppose the future were
determined by this impersonal force of destinyheathan by God. If whate will do

in the future is fixed, but not ultimately by ubeh whatGod will do in the future is
fixed, and not byhim. God would look into the future and see that iswaevitable
that he would do A or B, whether he liked it or.nlotfact he’d have less free choice
than us, because we don’'t know in advance whatceBowe’re going to make,
whereas he does. So God would be subject to Fétere’d be two forces in the
Universe, called God and Fate, and Fate would batgr because God would have to
do what it said.”
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“You're not as stupid as you look, are you Dad? Yeunade me feehorefree, not
less, to have God determine my actions than to hemesimply foresee them.”

“All part of the service, son. Always helps to tkithings through. Yowughtto feel
happy that God determines everything, becausestidtat the Bible saysOh yes,
and incidentally it's what the Pastor says, t00.”

“Uh-huh. Point taken. I'll phone him up and apokmgfor shooting my mouth off.”

% Psalm 115.3, Psalm 135.6, Daniel 4.35, Ephesidris 1
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[l — Monday

Getting What You Want
“Hey, Dad! I've thought of a problem about thatigpiwve were discussing last night.”

“What! A problem about predestination? How on eadh that be?”

“All right — no need to be sarcastic. You know wdrsays, ‘God wants all men to
be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth’?”

“Yes, 1 Timothy 2.4 — my Sunday School memory vevgbat's your problem?”

“Just this. If God decides everything that's gotnghappen, and he wants all men to
be saved, why doesn't he just make it happen? Homeceverybody doesn’t
believe?”

“That’s certainly a problem verse, | admit. But'deturn it round, and see what it
would mean if we’'d decided to go wittour idea yesterday, and say that God doesn’t
determine the future, but just foresees it. Whatldkdnappen then?”

“OK, let's see. God would want everybody to beliewel be saved, but would foresee
that actually zillions of people werenfoing to believe in him. He'd get a bit
frustrated after a few thousand years, | wouldkHin

“Yes, | agree. If the Pope stood up and said heedaall the wars in the world to stop
tomorrow, you'd say he was mad if he believed iuldohappen. And if he didn’t
believe it would happen, he shouldn’'t stand up sayg he wanted it. And common
sense can see that not everyone comes to belielesus, even without being able to
see the future like God does. If God foresaw thlaatvhe wanted wouldn’t happen,
he’d be foolish to keep wanting it. In fact, if f@esaw it even before he created the
world — and he must have done, because he seemdhfzom the beginnirig- then
you’'d have to ask why he made that particular watldll.”

“So that doesn’t work either. You do make thingkaard. But of course, there’s a
third possibility we haven't really talked about.”

“And what's that?”

“Supposing Goctan’t foresee the future, except in a vague way? Supihestuture
isn’t determined, and it all depends on human @hevbich God can’t predict? He
might realise that some people won’t believe, batcbuld still want them all to be
saved in the sense that he’s determined to dodsistb save as many as he can.”

4 |saiah 46.10



“God sends Jesus and hopes for the best! ‘The sa@pretty weird idea,” he says,
‘but you never know, it might just work.! I'm sor— | shouldn’t laugh. | think you'd
be pretty lonely as a Christian in believing thabdGdoesn’'t know the future.
Especially when he pretends he does. There have smee who've believed that.
And actually, a good number of theologians nowadsach that the future is
undetermined. But the idea certainly has a fasal fhs far as this verse is concerned.”

“I don’t want to be lonehandfatally flawed! What's the catch?”

“The verse says God wants all men to be samd to come to a knowledge of the
truth. Now, if being saved depended entirely on humae-Wwill (for the sake of
argument), then he couldn’t obviously guararitest. But he could certainly make
sure that everyone came to a knowledge of the,thytipublishing it world-wide from
the start. Yet for 2000 years most of the world Ib@sn ignorant of the Gospel. Why
didn't God send angels with the message, or at lesmch the apostles satellite
broadcasting? He could certainly have done morputdlish the message than he
actually has done. ”

“True. Well, if I'm honest | can’t say | liked thielea much anyway. | can’t believe
God doesn’tknow the future — it contradicts too much of thil& But we're in
trouble, then, because that verse seems to beeunnichever idea we have about
God'’s power and knowledge.”

“No, it's not untrue. But it obviously can't be tak in the way that people often do
take it: that God absolutely wills every human lgeio be saved, in the same way that
he willed the world to come into being. If he’sdantrol (as we concluded yesterday)
it would simply happen. If he foresees what he thave, he’s a fool to keep wanting
it. If he can't foresee it, he could do more to mak happen. But there are other
meanings to the word ‘want’. The Pope could realynsay he wanted wars to end
tomorrow if by that he meant that peopleghtto stop fighting straight away. In the
same way, God can want something, in the sensenoim@anding it, whilst being very
aware that sinful human nature will prevent it.”

“| see what you mean. God can saywantsall men to obey the 10 commandments,
even if he doesn’'t do absolutely everything he dald to make sure they do. And he
could say, ‘I've provided a Saviour and a Gospeldweeryone in the world, which
they ought to accept, because | want them toely tiefuse it, it's their hard luck.” He
could want their obedience in that sense, and ilavét be affected by the fact that
he knows about those who won’t accept.”

“I think it has to be something like that. Aftet,dle tells us to give the good news to
everyone, even though we agree he already knowse tidno won't listen. You'd
think it would be more economical for him to sersdamly to the ones he knows will
believe. But if we tell the stubborn ones too, thegy’ve got no excuse.”

“That brings me back to where we started yestertiagtill seems to me that if God
has decided from the beginning who's going to lveligheyhave got an excuse.
They're being condemned for unbelief through ndtfatitheir own. God’s to blame
for willing their unbelief. How do you get out dfdt one?”
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“That’s easy. By telling you it's time for me tokeamum to her evening-class. But if
you're interested, we could look at it again toro@rrevening.”

“Not tomorrow. There’s too much on telly. But thaydafter, you're on. | want to
make sure | can escape being predestined to faly.aw

“Paul, sometimes | think you don’t listen to anyidpil say.”

“You're not wrong. Who wants to listen to a retiregpy anyway? Seeya.”
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T — Wednesd ay

Fatr's Falr
“Paul! Are you in for your metaphysics class?”

“What's metaphysics?”

“It's like Sunday School, only for people who thirtkey know everything. You
wanted to know why predestination isn’'t unfair.”

“I love you too. Speak, O wise one — I'll just sg¥itoff Big Brother”

“If you watch that, perhaps yare predestined to damnation. | think you suggested a
lot of the answer yourself in our first conversatié\t the time you were saying that
destiny determines the future, but you still iressthat the choices we made could be
free at our own level. | thought that was quiteveteof you, because a lot of people
never understand that distinction. Then we decite@s better for God to decide the
future than destiny. So why shouldn’t our choica®ain freely our own, even though

it is God who paints the big picture rather thate?a

“Such flattery! But you can’t get round me thatiBasSurely there’s some difference
between an impersonal force influencing our chomed God deciding whate're
going to decide?”

“I don’t think there’s that much difference, actiyallf the future depended on blind

fate, then that fate would be working through oaotelligent decisions. Greek

tragedy’s all about that. The hero does his best, He sees disaster happening
anyway. He mourns and laments, and that's an igeeit response too — it just

doesn’'t do him any good. So the audience has a ggodnd feels better about their
miserable lives.”

“What happens if God’s in charge, then?”

“Well, at the very least there’s no more reasordeay the reality of our will than
there is with fate. God decides the future, and uae free decisions to contribute to
it, because he knows what they'll be and plans whigt in mind. Nero plans to
destroy the church, and God makes sure that he lbése he can do it, that
Christians escape elsewhere, and so on.”

“That's all very well, but we're not just talkingbaut God manipulating
circumstances here. Pastor was clearly implying ad influences ouwwills to
believe, and that he doesn’t do it with everybriEhat's not fair. People are being
condemned through no fault of their own, simplydaese God doesn’t convert them.”

® Acts 16.14, Philippians 2.13
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“Through no fault of their own’? Doesn’t the Bibteach something about universal
sin’? If someone is a sinner, don’t they deserve todmelemned? Wouldn't it be fair

for God to punish them by leaving them in their?s@r even by hardening them, like
he did Pharadhif he wanted to?”

“Maybe — but only if he did it to everyone. If her@lemns some sinners, and converts
others just as bad, that’s not just.”

“You’re wrong there. Justice has to do with whatdeserveby our works. If we are

all sinners, then we atleservethe same sentence. And God provides it — we're all
condemned to death. Botercyis something different. You don’t have to distitiit
equally all round. If | generously decide not taabgou to death for watchinBig
Brother, even though you deserve it, that doesn’t meam §ister can expect to be let
off too. If | give all your inheritance to thdission to Seamerall the other missions
have no right to insist they get some too.”

“No, butI'd have a right to complain! | do see what you mehaygh. | remember
when | was small reading the parable of the lals¥jrevhere they all get the same
pay even though some didn’t work so long. | thoutjlat was most unfair, but | can
see now that it wasn’t unfair for the employer toegthe ones who came late the
same, just because he was generous. But at leastnpyed everyone who was
looking for work. Is it right for God to choose seminners for eternal life, and leave
others to be condemned? Why would God choose sothaat others?”

“Why indeed?”

“Oh, it's back to me, is it? Well let's see — itist because he foresees they'll believe,
because theyon’t unless he makes them believe. It's not becauseréhégtter
people, because that would be salvation by worksaust be because people are
praying for them...no, | give up. What's special atinem?”

“Have you heard of ‘grace’?”
“God’s Riches At Christ's Expense’. How does thatp?”

“Dear me, is that all they taught you in Sundayddh That's true as far as it goes,
but it hardly does justice to the word. The whol@np about grace is that it's
undeserved, free, and particular. Israel was jumirech of ungrateful slaves, but God

% Romans 3.9-18
" Exodus 4.21

8 Matthew 20.1-16
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made them his chosen people. All the other natimtdeft ouf. And he pointed out
that he didn’t do it because of them, but becafi$gésdove™.”

“But why did he choose to lowbem rather than anyone else?”

“You'll have to ask God that. And he’s not tellinge just says, ‘Can’'t | do what |
like with what I've mad&?’ You can be sure that, if we knew why he chosaels it
would be compatible with his justice and love. Bau know, the hardest thing for us
to do is to let God's ways be higher than dtivgithout arguing with him. That's why
SO0 many people get angry about God’s grace.”

“I don’t think I'll get angry. I think | kind of kew about that anyway, because | could
never see why God let someone like me get savedgthl’d never admit it to you, of
course. | just feel grateful, actually.”

“Me too. That's what we're supposed to feel. Otheemve’'d find some reason to
pretend we were special to be a Christian. We ffgasons anyway, when Satan gets
us with our guard down.”

“Just one thing, though — an intellectual thingguess. If God makes us believe,
through grace, isn’'t that denying our free-will?”

“If it were, who’s complaining? But he doesifttrce our will. Here-create$® us with

a new one, which is free from rebellion, just likdam’s was before he sinned. And
unlike Adam, he promises to keep us obedient. Shatiat the Holy Spirit does. If
we're ‘dead in sins and trespaséest's hardly destroying our freedom if he
resurrects us, is it?”

“l guess not. Is that ‘metaphysics’, then?”
“I don’t know. What's metaphysics?”

“Pig.”

° Deuteronomy 4.7-8

Y Deuteronomy 7.6-8, 9.6

! Romans 9.21

'?1saiah 55.8-9

132 Corinthians 5.17, Ephesians 2.10, Ephesians 4.24

14 Ephesians 2.1
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[V — Saturday

Once Saved, Always Checking the Pulse
“Dad! Dad!”

“In the garage!”

“Oh, there you are. Listen, how do | know I'm prstieed?”

“Do you believe and trust in Jesus as your Savamar Lord?”
“You should know — you were in the front row at tmgptism.”
“Then you're predestined. Could you pass me thaeMaench?”

“OK, I'm predestined — so | can do what | like;drdt even have to believe in Jesus at
all, and I'll still be saved. Beat that, Clever G’

“Ah, but you've forgotten one vital thing.”
“What's that?”

“The Mole wrench — thank you. And you've also foitgo that we're predestined
Christ, and not is some kind of abstract lottery. You sarmore separate Christ from
predestination than you can separate heat fromea lfi says that God chose ums
Christ before the creation of the world to be holy arahiless in his sight It says
he predestined us to be adopted as his sons tho@sgis Christ.”

“That seems a bit mystical to me. What does ‘Gaaketus in Christ’ mean?”

“Basically, that God didn’t just choose people tt ¢p heaven. He chose them to
share in everything that Jesus came to bring: tepea, faith, holy lives, obedience
and, eventually, eternal life in glory. He predestl them to be loved by Jesus, to
love Jesus, and to become like J&5uUBo0 if you want to know if you're predestined,
you don’t start looking for some secret sign thadGas chosen you. You just ask,
‘Do | believe the gospel of Jesus? Am | in Chridt¥ou want to know if Harry down

the road — or your dad, for example — are prededtithen all you need to know is
whether they truly believe. Only you can’t know ttladout someone else for certain.

15 Ephesians 1.4
1% Ephesians 1.5

" Romans 8.29
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And even if they don't believe, you certainly cakftow they won’t accept Christ in
the future. So that's why the Bible tells us td tieé gospel to everyoh&”

“What's the point of knowing I'm predestined, thehjt's effectively just another
way of saying I'm a Christian?”

“Work it out yourself, Paul. If God chose you toldreg to Christ before the world
was even created, how does that make you feel &lemg a Christian?”

“I guess in the first place there’s a feeling oivjege — it's a bit of a gobsmacking
thought, isn’t it? On the other hand, since it adtedepend on anything abonte but
just on what God chose to do, then it's a bit huntpbll don’t feel snooty about being
predestined, but grateful for being spared. Wiit ttho?”

“Very nicely, | should think. Right then, if on th&dasis you know you've been
predestined to be holy and blamef@sand to be conformed to the likeness of Jsus
then how does it make you feel about your future?”

“Well, it's certainly not going to make me take raglvation for granted, because it
seems what I'm predestined for is to be like Jesdsch means loving people,
praying a lot, and suffering all the time. ThankBusmch — | was hoping | could just
pray the sinner’s prayer and then get on with ib®us living.”

“Fraid not, son. But your point does show up thensense of the ‘Once saved,
Always saved’ debate. You get people on one sigengahat once you've gone

forward at the meeting, God will save you whatey@n do. Then the other side says
no, you've got to continue to be obedient to beedaWeither lot really understand
God’s predestination, which means God chooses l®tome more and more like
Jesus, not just to get to heaven when we die. Buotih and obedience are actually
part of the same salvatifnwhich is why faith without works is de&d

“Yes, that's the other thing | thought of. If mylagonship with Christ comes from
God’s predestination, and not just my choice, titemakes me more confident |
won't lose it through my own stupidity.”

“Yes — that bit in Romans 8.39 that says ‘nothiag separate us from the love of
Christ’ is a tremendous promise, but would be lptaleaningless if it meant ‘nothing
can separate us unless it's too strong for us.”

'® Matthew 28.19
% Ephesians 1.4
* Romans 8.29

* Hebrews 8.7-13

2 James 2.17,26
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“Ah, that's interesting, because somebody once itwédthat the only thing that could
separate me from Christ was if | chose to desert, kvhich isn’'t included in that
passage.”

“It certainly would separate us from Christ if wesérted him, but why would we
want to if it weren’t for some temptation or trigkdd the promise says no temptation
or trial will separate us, which is really saying that he’ll emakre it doesn't, in fact,
happen.”

“That’'s pretty reassuring, then. And it also givee some hope that I'll actually
become a better Christian, which | tend to doub¢nvhlook at the way | live.”

“Yes, me too.”

“What do you mean, ‘Me too’? Do you mean you féel same way, or are you trying
to imply something about your beloved and excelsemt?”

“Look, there’s a new oil filter on the bench thergou couldn’t just reach out and get
it for me, could you?”
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V' — Another Sunday

Prayer Changes — Me...

“Are you still up, Dad?”

“Yes. It might look as though I'm getting these pepready for work tomorrow, but
actually I've stayed up so you can ask me more idtuguestions about
predestination.”

“No, it's all right. We weren't talking about th#tis evening — it was Chris Manning
talking about prayer.”

“Oh yes? What was he saying?”

“The usual stuff — about how it changes things, keewught to do more of it, all that
kind of thing. It was good. But, do you know, nove’'ve been talking about God
being in charge of everything it seems to creepverywhere. All the way through
this evening | kept thinking, what'’s the point eaping if God knows what’s going to
happen, and he’s fixed the future already? Andeifkhows the future, how can he
change his mind about it when we pray?”

“Ah, so youdowant to ask me more stupid questions!”
“They’re not stupid — they’re very good questions.”

“You're right, they are. People get themselves fieid all kinds of knots over it.
Sometimes they stop praying, or else they throwhmard all the stuff we've been
discussing this last week and see God as someonene#ds his arm twisting to
change the future.”

“I can see their point.”

“Quite. But we’ve got to deal with a few ‘given$*irst, Goddoesknow our prayers
before we pray thefit Secondly, héasdecided the future already, as we've already
seen. And thirdly, hdoesn’tchange his mirfd.”

“There doesn’t seem much point in praying then. 8@ you sure you're right that
God doesn’t change his mind? Didn't he repent ofkinga Saul king®, or
something?”

% psalm 139.1-4, Matthew 6.8
24 Numbers 23.19, 1 Samuel 15.29, Job 36.5, Psaliri33ames 1.17

%1 samuel 15.11
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“Well remembered, Paul. You'll get your Scriptur@adledge prize yet! | remember
that passage, and it's interesting that in the \same chapter God says that he
doesn't lie or change his mind, because he’s moge?®. | think that shows that he’s
using a figure of speech when he’s talking to Sdnmet only do we know from
God'’s nature that he must have foreseen how Sauildwaxt, but there are prophecies
about the royal house from David’s tribe, Judahljeran the Biblé’. And of course,
we know that God ordained Jesus to be king way$aakd in fact even before the
world begaf’.”

“That just goes to show the problem, then. Evenghivas sorted before the world
began, so what's the point of praying?”

“Well, here’s one thought. If you, for example, nkaGod for getting you through
your A levels, what are you saying to God? Apaotrfr“Thank you for getting me
through my A levels,” of course.

“That's a toughie. | suppose at least you're sayihgvas him as well as your
brainpower that got you through.”

“Yes — and we’re supposed to give thanks for evingt”
“Then that's got to be because God gives us evieyth
“And if God wasn’t there?”

“Then | guess we wouldn’t have anything.”

“So thanksgiving is reminding us that we dependGad for absolutely everything.
So what if, instead, you wegsking God to get you through your exams? In other
words, asking for a miracle?”

“Your lack of trust in my abilities is shameful, buforgive you, Father. OK let’s
answer this — from what we said before, if you &mksomething, you're accepting
your dependence on God again, only before the eaémar than afterwards.”

“Quite right. Do you remember when you were sntadyw mum and | taught you to
say please and thankyou for meals and presentsaod. Yet you knew you'd get
them anyway, because we were your parents.”

%1 Samuel 15.29
27 Genesis 49.10
2 Galatians 3.16

21 peter 1.20
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“What presents? You never did give me that X-basked for. But | can see your
point. You were making us see that things didn&t jcome, they came through our
parents. So that made us appreciate you, thankydu..”

“And love us, you were going to say?”

“Well, | might not gothat far. But | can see how prayer would build our lielahip
with God, and our trust in him. And how we depenchom.”

“Quite true. And | depend on a night's sleep to getwork in the morning, so
goodnight.”
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VT - Tuesday

Jbut it changes things a5 well
“Dad, you know we were talking about how prayerrajes our attitude of
dependance, and doesn’t alter events around us?”

“I didn’t say that.”

“Well, I've f... Didn’t you? | thought that's what yosaid. | was going to say | found
a passage that shows Gamkschange circumstances when we pray. What about
Elijah when he prayed for rain and God ended toegit?*°

“I know that story, which was why | didn’t say pexydoesn’t change events — it just
doesn’t change God’s mind. But the Elijah storgjdentally, does underline what we
said yesterday about our dependance on God. HElgdibeen specifically told by God
to end the drought, and his reputation as a proplastwell as God'’s reputation —
depended on the rain coming. But he still had &y geven times and keep sending
his servant to do a weather report before anythagpened.”

“I reckon he was sweating a bit before the end!”

“I think you're right. But in the New Testament Jasrspecifically uses him as an
example to follow in keeping on with prayer forrtgs to happeti.”

“So how does that work, then, if the future’s béigad from the beginning?”

“I don’t think the Bible actually spells it out fars — it just tells us to accept it and
keep on praying by faith. But there is some Scradtteaching that helps give us an
idea. | don’t think we’ve talked about eternity aide yet, have we?”

“No, but | can see we're going to. Is that metapts/again?”

“Well, it’s certainly notBig Brother Some people teach that God has to go through
time just like we do, though obviously he livesdeer. That enables them to avoid
denying that we have free choice. But | think tlestlit for what the Bible tells us is
that God is actuallputsidetime. That would explain his titles likee Beginning and
the End?, andthe First and the La3tand so on. And his Hebrew name, of course —
‘I am'. It would incidentally fit in with science, toavhich says that time is a physical
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thing just like space. So to God, the past, preaedtfuture are all the same: he’s in
every time at once, just like he’s in every platerece.”

“That must be very confusing for him.”

“Itisn’t if you're God. It is if you're us. But timk about what that means for prayer. If
you’re praying on Wednesday, God is listening ordwésday. But he’s also listening
in a year’s time, or whatever time your prayer getswered. And he’s also listening
before the creation of everything. So it would beyefor him to make a note in his
pre-creation diary to do a miracle on the same Weday the year after you pray. It
would be equally easy for him to design every caugkeffect in the history of the
Universe so that the natural order of things turmedright to answer your prayer.”

“Let me try and get my head round this. You're sgythat God hears the prayer I'm
going to make before the creation of the Univeasel designs the whole thing to
answer it?”

“Yes, your prayer and all the other prayers ofgesple down through time.”

“So if | pray for something that might very wellgi@en naturally — like not having flu
for my exams — then you're saying it's still a dranswer to prayer, even though
nothing special seems to have happened?”

“Yes, quite so. We said earlier that we depend od fér everything, and that
includes how the so-called “laws of nature” operatehe good old days, Christians
got into the habit of thanking God that they’d woke in the morning. Even that is
something he does personally.”

“If my boring prayers affect the way the Big Bargpipened at the start of time, it
sounds even more miraculous than if a flash-bamgate happened. I've never even
dreamed of anything like that.”

“Well, it certainly blurs the line between the ndudbous and the ordinary, doesn'’t it?
And it makes a nonsense of those attempts to shatwftwe knew enough about
natural laws, we’d understand how miracles happeen if we explained them, we’d
still know that God’s activity was behind them,tjas it is for the things weo
understand through science or just common sens®l Aope we’d still keep praying
for them.”

“I think I'll pray a little bit more enthusiastidglin future. It really means | could
pray for absolutely anything, and it would happen.”

“Yes, but let’s not forget what Scripture says atjanaying according to his will. Part
of the purpose of prayer is to get us thinkinggame way as God. That means
studying the Bible to know what kinds of thingsvaants us to pray for, and of course
taking notice of when the unexpected answers wslymst we were doing the wrong
prayer.”

“We got into this talking about predestination,idve? | always thought that was
one of those subjects everyone avoids becauséyitanses arguments. But | don’t
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think that’s true — it's opened my mind to all soof things about God | never
understood. And it's increased my faith too.”

“It's helped me to discuss it with you too, PawrPaps we should write an article
about it for the church magazine.”

“No, you'd better do it, Dad. | wouldn’t want peefto get the idea | spend my spare
time talking to my father about religion.”

“So it's back toBig Brotherfor you, is it?”

“Well, maybe.”




